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The storm
had passed.
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But the warning

had not.
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A threat
announced is
rarely the only

threat.

Then tonight
is not for sleep.
It is for
understanding.

LESSON:
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For your

Then we
answer it with
clarity, not

This was
placed to be

announced is
rarely the only
threat.
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Master Ren

led them to a

storage chest

that had not

been opened
in years.
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A duty. And
a mistake | had = e e S It looks
: ' : NI ordinary.

That is
how many
dangerous

things

survive.

4 The lantern

had once been
trusted to the
Silent Hand. .

If the note
is true, then
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The flame
was small.

Its shadow
was nhot.

A mark

hidden
beneath
years of S
dust and g%
silence. %

You have 2 - NaNSY /. Yes. The
seen it S e SUPEGRE ) last time the
before. g TR (o R lantern was
' 16, lit like this...
men came to
steal it.
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Not yet by
that name. But
the roots were
already there.

Many years
earlier...

Watch

carefully,
Ren.

A guardian must
learn to protect more
than objects. He must

protect meaning.

The lesson
began with a
lantern... and a

warning.
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Strength /)i
without wisdom

is noise,

Knowing what
a thing is for.
And what it must

Then what
is wisdom,
Master?

When the flame
was turned just so,
the lantern revealed
what ordinary eyes
could not, |

Al A warning. |
¢0F 9B, And a burden.

: N b The lesson was
, | £ | S " never about light.
. Al W It was about the
hand that chooses
what it reveals.
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Most
students trust
the light.

A wise one

studies the
shadow.

Because it
reveals what
the light is
touching.
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Before the
lesson was
complete, the

Do not defend
the flame. Defend
what it points to.
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THE SHADOW MOVES
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Master
Ren... the
flame did

not move.

But the
shadow did.

There is
a draft.
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Beneath

the dojo,
the past
had been
waiting.
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The old
passage...

Then the
threat was
never only
above us.

Eli, stay
here. Protect
the scroll.
Protect the

| should
go with you.

help more
by seeing.
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While Ashida
hunted below,
the second .l
* danger rose | }‘
above.
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While one
shadow tested

the room above,
another moved
beneath it.
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Below the dojo,

the second thief
was not stealing.
He was learning.

Not theft.

- | Copying.

The scroll
was bait.
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Do not chase
the ghost. See
what it reaches

for.

It wanted
more than the
scroll... it was
searching us.

The ghost does
not steal what
it needs.

It reaches for
what reveals
what we hide.

Good.
Now you are
learning to
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THERE ARE
ALWAYS TWO
DANGERS.

THE ONE You
SEE...

...AND THE ONE

THAT HIDES WHILE
YOU WATCH
THE FIRST.

THE WISE DO NOT
FIGHT EVERY SHADOW.

THE WISE PROTECT
WHAT GIVES THE
SHADOW POWER.

THE SCROLL.
THE LANTERN.

THE TRUTH
BENEATH THEM.

THAT IS HOW

WE SURVIVE
WHAT COMES.
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Before dawn,
the lower
shadow was
brought into
the light.

ARTIAL COPY

fhe
S|

Ashida! He copied
You caught only a

fragment.

A broken
map can
still quide
a dangerous
hand.

A fragment is
enough to
begin.

Then the
next shadow
is already
moving.
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HIGH ABOVE
THE DOJO.

A THIRD EYE
WATCHES.
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THE MAP BENEATH
THE LANTERN

There is
something
under it.

This is
the map to
the old Temple
of the Silent

That is

where the
enemy is

—
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You have : o
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') ! »‘.-.-f" o £
learned to see e —

the shadow. Now

you must learn
what casts it.

THE TEMPLE OF THE SILENT HAND 7
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When a strange lantern reveals
a hidden passage beneath the
dojo, Eli is drawn into a mystery

older than memory itself.

Beneath the floorboards of silence
lies a buried path, forgotten
warnings, and the shadow of an
enemy that has not been waiting
in peace.

As Ashida Kim guides Eli deeper
into the unseen world, each lesson
sharpens the boy’s awareness.

But in the darkness below, the

L

moving—and what awakens

beneath the lantern may g
change everything.
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‘ e The lantern’s hidden secret 5
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