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The Black Vow
had returned. But
the temple was not
finished speaking.

“BENEATH

EPISODE 6: THE EYE BENEATH THE FLAME
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Beneath the flame,
the path had been
hidden all along.

Some truths
are buried
beneath what
the heart burns
around them.

&\

That path
was under the
flame the whole

Then we

descend
carefully.

The second gate

had opened. The

hidden eye waited
below.
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The stair

descended where
no sunlight had
ever touched.

Why is

the eye

inside @
B the fire? -

HE STAIR OF EMBERS

Because
emotion can
light the
way...

Below the flame,
the temple
began to
breathe.
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At the bottom
of the stair, the
old warnings
began.

What fear
protects?

Someone
tried to 23
erase this. (g
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e
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2
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The mind
often hides
what the heart
is not ready
to face.

But warnings
carved in truth
do not disappear §
easily.
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False light
flatters
the eye.

True sight
questions
what is easy
to believe.

EPISODE 6: THE EYE BENEATH THE FLAME

us a way
through.

The temple

did not only
test darkness.
It tested light.
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Others followed
the path beneath
the flame.

A hidden eye B Some eyes
is only useful | are sealed
if it can be '

for mercy.
opened.

Mercy is what ~ 2 RIS | You know
- 7 W) 2l 1 | {
the weak call 2 4 5 \ G Il  nothing of
locked W 4 A, 1}
knowledge
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So he : -
really is 4. 8/ 2 T O
Just a \ '8 A A

Montrer The first

image is
rarely the
whole truth.

Seeing
is not the
same as
understanding.
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Beneath the image

another image waited.

Not all who
reach are thieves.
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DO NOT SEE ME
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Do not o
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I was what
You were e they made
one of 7 e me.
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Or what you

became when

you stopped
seeing
clearly.

vl 5 .;" The hidden éyé b
WSl had found a wound., |
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THE CUTTING OF SIGHT

Truth should

not whisper.

3 Truth should obey
(E-' ’ ,‘N the one strong enough
Vo s to reveal it.

He is not opening
the eye. He is
wounding it.
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WHEN SIGHT 15 WOUNDED

ight, when

s

become truth.

reeption
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It becomes
not ready.
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THE LYL THAT WATTS

The temple filled

with images.

How do I know which one is

el real?

-
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Do not chase the

. Watch what remains when fear stops
image.

moving.
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When Eli
stopped reaching
for certainty...

The false images
lost their grip.

It's not
showing me
what to fear.

It's showing me
what I refused
to see.




AsHIDA KIM: SHADOW OF THE SILENT HAND

EPISODE 6: THE EYE BENEATH THE FLAME

PAGE |

The smoke
thinned.

%

ND THE SMOKE

And something

human looked
back.

He guarded
this place.

But guardians
can fall when
they mistake
fear for duty.
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THE RED BLADE RETURNS _

To see
clearly is to
know when

not to.

watched the
battle over
. sight itself.
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WHAT THE EYE ASKS_
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SEEING

Wi
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This time, BTN
Eli did not answer :
fear first.

I see someone

who wants truth §

as a weapon.

I see someone

hiding behind
what hurt him.

I see teachers
who waited for
me to look
again,

And I see
that fear was
trying to choose
for me.

The eye that sees
without fear
cannot be deceived
by shadow.
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What was
false could no
longer stand.

g

THE EYE OPEN

5
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You knew
this place.

The hidden eye
had opened.

But what it
guarded still

waited.
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THE FIRST KEEPER _

Within
the chamber,
the walls
remembered
names.

Names do
not die. They
wait to be

answered.
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Then let
the warning
open the

What does
it see?

Only what
hatred teaches
it to see.
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E EYE THAT SHOULD NoT OPEN

Some eyes
were hidden
to protect the
world from
darkness.

At last. A Rl You do
A sight strong [N s not know
enough to cut [NV SRy : what you
through mercy. S8 £ have opened.

The false
eye sees only
what is
broken.

Then we uE
look
carefully.
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Ashida Kim, Eli, and Master Ren
descend beneath the flame into
the chamber of the Hidden Eye,
where perception itself is tested.
What first appears to be truth
becomes a trial of fear, judgment,
and the courage to look again.

As Eli learns to see beyond
assumption, the Lantern Ghost’s
buried past begins to surface, and
the Truth-Seeker wounds sacred
sight with the Red Seeing Blade.
When the counterfeit False Eye
awakens, the Silent Hand must
learn not only to look carefully—
but to see truly.

INSIDE THIS ISSUE: |
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The descent beneath the flame

The Hidden Eye’s first visions

Eli learns perception over fear
The Lantern Ghost’s lost identity
The False Eye awakens
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